
Fellowship Baptist, January 11, 2015 

Message: “What does it mean to Believe?”-- James 2:14-26 
 
INTRODUCTION: Faith and believe are interchangeable.  Faith is to believe and believe is to 
have faith, look at verses 18-20.  Many people say they believe in Jesus but have no idea what it 
means to believe in Jesus.  Let us examine what it means to believe. 
 
I.  A definition of believe and faith. 
 A.  Faith: persuasion, conviction, reliance. 
 B.  Believe: to have faith in or on a person or thing; to entrust or commit; to rely on. 
 C.  To believe or have faith means more than just giving mental consent. — v. 17, 20, 26. 
 
II.  Faith and believe must have an object. 
 A.  Paul explains the object of faith in Romans 10. 
  1.  The object--“The word of faith”—v. 8 
  2.  The faith--“Believe in thine heart”—v. 9 
  3.  The reliance—“”confess with thy mouth” 
 B.  The use of the phrases “Believe in” and “believe on”. 
  1.  Jesus used the example of Moses lifting up the serpent.—John 3:14-16 
  2.  Jesus used the term “believe on Him”—3:18; 36. 
 C.  It does matter what you believe. 

1.  Faith does not make it right. 
  2.  Faith must be in what is right. 
  3.  Faith is only as good as the object believed. 
 
III.  Faith explained and illustrated.—James 2:14-26 
 A.  True faith leads to action.—v. 14, 18 
  1.  Jesus statement in Matt 7:21-23. 
  2.  “A genuine belief in the truth will produce a genuine behavior of the truth.” 

—Lehman Strauss. 
  3.  Saving faith is more than just believing in God.—v. 19 
 B.  The illustrations used by James. 
  1.  Compassion for the needy.—James 2:15-17 (I John 3:17-18). 
  2.  Abraham and the offering of Isaac.—James 2:21-24 (Gen. 22). 
  3.  Rahab and the spies.—James 2:25 (Joshua 2). 
 
CONCLUSION:  To believe in and on Jesus means to believe what God has said about Him and to 
trust and rely on Him.  To believe on Jesus leads to a change in behavior.  The proof of salvation 
is the putting off the old man and putting on the new man.  Has your faith changed your life? 


